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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
December and my last President's Corner is due. A little 
harder to write than I had anticipated. 
This year the Board worked with the "3 C's" in mind. 
Communication...Information was made available to the 
members via the website and Hotline concerning rides, 
upcoming events and we now have a Classified Section for 
members on the website. ROAR is published every month 
with articles and pictures on happenings within the club. 
Members are always encouraged to send in articles. FYI to 
all, ROAR is printed on clay based paper, shine is due to pres-
sured applied in manufacturing process and vegetable based 
ink is used. All very eco friendly. 
I discovered "networking" is alive and well within the orga-
nization and there was actually no need for a formal Business 
Directory. Virgo would be proud. 
Your Top Cats Board was always just a phone call away to 
answer your questions. 
Cooperation...We could not have accomplished what we did 
this year without cooperation. Members and Board 
Members, all working together to make this one of the best 
riding organizations in the area. Our G.R.A.S.S., Group 
Riding and Safety Seminar, presentation makes sure our 
members are aware of how we ride as a group for the safety 
and enjoyment of all. 
Camaraderie...This one just blows me away! I am still 
remembering the President's Ride and 51 bikes in my drive-
way this summer! We had in town rides, we had weekend 
rides, and we had a Charity Ride to give back to the commu-
nities in which we live. This was all done by Top Cats doing 
what they love to do, ride. 
There have been a lot of positive changes within our organi-
zation this past year and one of the most important changes is 
coming up at our December meeting. This year, we will hold 
an open election for the new officers of 2004. Candidates 
have submitted bio's in this issue to tell a little about them-
selves to the members. Each one of these candidates is a ded-
icated Top Cats member and willing to give their time and 
energy to take Top Cats into an exciting 2004, which by the 
way, is our 10th Anniversary. Be sure to attend the 
December meeting at the Boathouse and VOTE! 
I would like to thank the Board for their hard work and dedi-
cation this past year. Thanks, also, to the Committee mem-
bers for their new ideas with the excitement and enthusiasm 
to make it all happen. It has been an honor and a pleasure to 
work with you. To each and every member, it was an honor 
to ride in the Top Cats "Two Spot" in 2003. Thank you. As 
always... 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Comnnittee Chair 

Intervention? 

I don't think there is anyone who has rid-
den a motorcycle over the years that hasn't at 
one time or another, ridden when they may have 
been less than one hundred percent mentally or 
physically at their best. Conditions don't always 
allow it. In MSF class we talk about the ladder 
of risk. That's the addition or even multiplica-
tion of risk factors that lead up to a crash. A 
crash being a collision that could have been 
avoided. An accident being an unavoidable col-
lision. Does adding any additional risk make 
sense? That's one of the many reasons we prac-
tice intervention. So if anyone, particularly a 
fellow Top Cat approaches you and asks you for 
any reason what so ever if you are fit to ride or 
even drive, they are not attempting to insult you 
or ridicule you. They are only looking out for 
your best interest. They are trying to help you 
from hurting yourself or getting yourself into 
trouble of any kind. So think twice, even three 
times, about exactly what information they are 
trying to obtain from you before you go brush-
ing them off and go on your merry way. Isn't it 
better to be a little inconvenienced than wind 
up in trouble? So this Holiday Season, if you 
happen to be celebrating and someone inter-
venes in your behalf, don't take offence, take 
heed, think about and find an alternative that 
permits you to continue to have A HAPPY 
HOLIDAY SEASON now and again in the 
future. 

Ride Free (of substances), 

Ric 
Ride Safe 	 
SANDY 
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Road Captain Shortage 
by Jim Haase - Top Cats 2003 Activities Chairman 

The biggest challenge I faced as your 2003 
Activities Chairman was securing 16 qualified Top 
Cat Road Captains for each of the 16 rides on our 
Calendar. In turn, a Road Captain usually recruits 
a tail-gunner for his/her ride, often a Top Cats Road 
Captain as well. 

In addition, one of the most often men-
tioned issues in our recent Survey was that rides had 
gotten too large. I can see where that comes from. 
An average Top Cat ride in 2003 had 20-30 bikes. 
The Progressive Dinner Ride and Fall Color Ride 
had nearly 60 bikes...sheesh! That's a credit to all 
of you who showed strong participation and truly 
did "Get in the Game", but it also created a set of 
challenges. Several suggested that rides should be 
broken into smaller groups. I tend to agree. Let's 
take a closer look at that. 

Let's say that a reasonable sub-group size is 
10 bikes. Under that assumption an average Top 
Cat ride would need 2-3 Road Captains. Granted, 
the assistant RC's wouldn't need to do as much as 
the lead RC as far as planning but at a minimum 
they would likely pre-ride the route and would 
indeed need to lead a group of 10 on ride day. 
Larger rides would require even more Road 
Captains to maintain our 1:10 RC:Bike ratio. You 
can see where this is headed. 

Let's take the absolute minimum case and 
assume each of our 16 rides is split into 2 sub-
groups. My challenge just doubled. Thirty-two 
Road Captains are now needed to meet the need of 
smaller groups (not including tail-gunners). And 
that's the minimum case! 

In answer to the Survey question "Are you 
interested in leading a Top Cats ride in 2004?" 
Nineteen of you said, "Yes." Larry Scalzitti and 
Lynn Adams came up after last Tuesday's General 
Meeting and volunteered that they were among the 
nineteen...thank you Larry and Lynn for stepping 
up!! If your 2004 Activities Chairman is to address 
your request for smaller groups, you too need to 
step up and help out by considering Road 
Captainship. It's fun, personally satisfying and 
adds to the enjoyment of our riding season. Please 
consider it and contact me if interested...thanks! 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
Jim Heniff - Vice President 

In a perfect world, an organization such as Top 
Cats, a riding club, would spend all its energies 
doing nothing but developing and executing 
great rides. But, alas, it is not a perfect world 
and the club's administrators have to contend 
with the grind of membership, financial matters 
and various other duties. In most situations, the 
Board anticipates the perceived needs of the 
club, discusses the situation and then makes a 
decision on the merit and practicality of the 
change, In other instances, the Board reacts to 
a challenge or an inquiry from the membership. 
The procedure is the same; with one notable 
difference a member will be brought into the 
information loop on whatever has been dis-
cussed regarding that matter. It also becomes 
part of the permanent records of the Club 
through the "minutes of the Board", published in 
Roar and can be referred back to when need-
ed. 

The most efficient way for the mem-
bership to enter this process is to communicate 
with the person directing the activity in question 
WHY? Because this appointed person would 
have the most current information on this activi-
ty. If the subject of inquiry cannot be answered 
at this level, a Board member has been 
assigned to oversee each activity and a 
response would be forthcoming using the 
process already mentioned. 

That is how it works. USE IT! 



Minutes of November 4th General Membership Meeting 
Boathouse Grill - Wauconda 

John Lunde — Secretary 

President Sandy Vernon called the meeting to order and welcomed this evenings guests; Rasheed Pasha, 
Fred Zimbric, Carl Marcyan, Ken Massara, George Levinson and Patty Levinson. 

Treasurer Don Schaffer indicated that the club is solvent and that 2004 Dues Invoices are in the mail to 
the membership. 

Secretary John Lunde asked that all submissions to the ROAR be submitted by the 15th of the month. 
John also indicated that there is a current need for member involvement in both the ROAR and on in the 
Membership committee. If any members are interested please contact John. 

Membership Chair Kathy Citko asked that member updates be forwarded to her attention. Kathy added 
that any new applicant be encouraged to seek out the Board Members to introduce themselves before they apply 
for membership. 

Sandy Vernon encouraged member submissions to the ROAR. 
Director Chuck Prettyman introduced the 2004 Charity Ride Co-Chairs of Rose Temple and Linda Daro. 

Rose indicated that this years Charity Ride raised over $42,000 for NISRA and then went over some highlights 
of this past years ride. 

Director John Fraccaro stated that a new page has been added to our website for club members who are 
selling motorcycle-related items. Only club members may post on this site. 

Director Bard Boand announced that the Products Committee is selling Flags and T-Shirts. Bard then 
introduced Rose Temple who is the Awards Committee Chair. Rose announced that our Awards Banquet would 
be held at Fritlz's in Lake Zurich on January 31, 2004. Invoices are being° mailed out and the cost will be $30 
per person. The December meeting will have ballots for this event. 

Safety Chairman Ric Case discussed this months Safety Tip of handling a tailgater when you're on a 
motorcycle. Following, Ric presented White Road Captain Rockers to Bob Brizzolara and Chuck Prettyman. 

Nominating Committee Members, Ric Case and George Lax indicated the list of applicants who have 
expressed an interest in running for the Board of Directors for 2004. They are Jim Heniff, John Lunde, Jim 
Haase, Chuck Prettyman, Ken Glassman, Don Schaffer, Rose Temple, Linda Daro and Terry Kumro. If any mem-
bers have any questions regarding the nomination process please contact George or Ric. Absentee Ballots will 
be accepted by contacting George Lax (847-533-5236 phone only). Please refer to other sections of this issue 
to read the Profiles on the Candidates. 

Activities Chairman Jim Haase recapped last month's rides. Bard Boand stated that he has renegotiated 
the rates at the Hotel Alex Johnson for Sturgis 2004. Due to an error in last months ROAR here is the Sturgis 
Hotel Info again: 

Hotel Alex Johnson, Rapid City, arrive Friday Aug 6th Special Top Cats Rate: $185/night. 
Phone 800-888-ALEX contact: Donna Knapp 

Kelly Inn, Pierre SD, Aug 5th, 605-244-4140 Contact John, Top Cats Rate; $54/night. 
Holiday Inn Downtown, Mankato MN, Aug 4th, 507-345-1234 Top Cats rate should be $63/nite. 

Jim Haase then recapped the eSurvey that the membership participated in. 
Member Comments consisted of Bill Wilson indicating that Jerry's Supper Club in Prairie View is a Toy 

drop-off center for Toys for Tots. John Lunde is looking for interested riders who want to participate in this years 
Toys 4 Tots Ride on December 7th. 

50/50 Winners were: Randy Braun (T-Shirt), Mark Heller (T-Shirt) and Rasheed Pasha ($95). Rasheed 
donated the winnings back to NISRA. 

Meeting Adjourned. 
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WE COME TO YOU 

*Motorcycles* 
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*Planes—And More* 
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Fax (815) 356-0019 
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847-358-2112 
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Custom Motorcycle 
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www.idealride.com  
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New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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Special to All TOP CAT Members! 
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Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-12pm 	Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly higher. 

%, 	One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 



World Class Thrill...at 40 MPH! 
Submitted by Jim Haase 

Top Cat friends Ed Krnak, Bob Faasen and I 
recently took a look at the national weather map on a 
Monday with the objective of finding the perfect 
motorcycling location for the coming weekend. We 
had three criteria: reasonable driving distance, terrific 
weather and spectacular motorcycle roads. With a 
forecast of 70-80 degrees and not a cloud in the sky we 
quickly honed in on our destination - the Smokey 
Mountains in Tennessee and North Carolina. Deal's 
Gap, TN is home to the Tail of the Dragon, a spec-
tacular stretch of roadway that boasts 318 curves in 11 
miles! 

Bob had just acquired a nifty 37-foot motor 
home to which he had an amazing motorcycle lift 
installed. This thing allowed him to ride his Road 
Glide up onto a ramp parallel to the back of the motor 
home, then with the accompanying electronic winch 
hoist the bike flush against the back of the unit. The 
device even allowed for the attachment of another 
trailer, so Ed and I loaded our Road Glides on a 
Kendon two-place for a total of three bikes. 

Originally on Monday we decided to leave on 
Friday. But our excitement overtook us and on 
Tuesday we decided to leave Thursday afternoon and 
drive the 600 miles to our campground just south of 
Knoxville, TN. The twelve-hour trip left us two full 
days to ride and then return home Sunday night. 
Traveling in a motor home was sweeeeet! Just like 
riding in your family room. Considering we didn't 
get to the campground until 1:30 am Thursday night 
combined with pouring rain to greet us upon our 
return to Chicago Sunday night, we sure were glad we 
trailered this time. 

But let's get to the good stuff Friday morn-
ing we immediately headed south on Rt. 129 toward 
Deal's Gap. The Dragon is on my Top Ten Ride wish 
list so I can tell you I was jazzed! A quick breakfast at 
a roadside diner at the foot of the mountains allowed 
us to take in a little local atmosphere. "How are the 
grits,'' asked Bob? 
''They're GRITS!" shot back the waitress with just a 
hint of a smile. O000000kay. 

My '04 Road Glide had just 136 miles on it so 
I just knew these were gonna be some world class 
break-in miles! The pavement was excellent, the 
weather perfect and this ride was everything I had 
imagined. If you check out 
www.tailofthedragon.com , the photos look like 
they've been taken with some kind of distortion lens. 
It's no distortion; the curves are actually banked that 
way. Speeds are only 15-45 MPH but it's the most 
thrilling low speed riding you'll ever do. There are 
plenty of sport bikers, so put your ego in check and 
prepare to be passed by the little urchins. "How to 
Ride the Dragon'' available on the website encourages 
riders to concentrate on the road not the scenery! I'm 
here to tell you friends; the Dragon makes Needles 
Highway look tame. 

Tail of the Dragon is just one of dozens of 
wonderful motorcycle roadways in the Smokey 
Mountains. Our favorites included the Cherohala 
Skyway (elevations over a mile) and Rt. 28 along the 
southern edge of Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. Our favorite hidden treasure was Happy Valley 
Road, which parallels Foothills Parkway and offers 
spectacular vista views of the Smokies. Although it 
looks tempting on a map, I'd avoid Hwy 321 to 
Pigeon Forge(scenic yes, but too much traffic to get to 
a horrible Wisconsin Dells-type environment. The 
Gatlinburg bypass still has the traffic, but the riding 
and the views are so terrific that the trade-off might be 
worth it. 

Several Top Cats have requested more 
overnight rides on our ride calendar. The Smokey 
Mountains might just be the ticket for something new 
to do in 2004. 



Riding More Miles Than You Thought You Could 
By Larry Scalzitti 

There is a reason that we all ride motorcycles. For many of us, it's just that indescribable vibe we get when we're on the bike, rolling down the 
road. How far we ride depends on a lot of things, but sometimes we want the ride to never end. Enter the world of the long distance (LD) rider. 
There are two major LD organizations, the Iron Butt Association (IBA) (www.ironbutt.com ) and the Motorcycle Endurance Rider's Association 
(MERA) (www.ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/mera/) . The IBA is a more recognizable name. They offer a number of qualification rides 
that are well documented and have a very dedicated organization behind it. Most of us have heard of the long 24 hour rides, but if you're like 
me, you might be a little intimidated about either literally riding all day or riding more miles than you thought humanly possible. 
The first IBA ride certification that most of us will try is the SaddleSore 1000. Its main requirement is that you ride 1000 miles or more in 24 
hours or less. At first glance, a seemingly impossible task, and one that is quickly discarded into the "I don't think so" trash can. I spent a lot 
of time brainstorming on how to attack this ride with a number of other neophyte LD riders. I also took advantage of a link on the IBA web 
page — "The Archive of Wisdom." We came up with this. The ride obviously needed to be run on the Interstate to keep speeds up. We had to 
limit the number of stops to only required stops — gas at the limit of our tank's range and fuel for our own bodies. My bike has a maximum 
range of about 150 miles. If I could average 60 to 70 mph, I would be on the bike between an hour and a half and two and a half hours. If I 
started with a full tank, and rode 100 to 150 miles between stops, I would need 6 to 9 gas/rest stops. If each stop took 20 to 30 minutes, that 
would be a total of two to four hours off the bike, but needed to support the ride. Don't forget that every time the bike gets gas you should drink 
water and think about eating something and of course the bathroom always calls. If you start adding it all up, that's easily 16 hours on the bike 
and another few getting gas and taking care of yourself. This means that you'll spend a minimum of 18 hours trying to ride 1000 miles. That's 
if everything goes well. Traffic jams, road construction delays or mechanical problems, or a visit with the local law enforcement personnel or 
nasty weather — all can slow you down and quickly push you to 20 hours or more. Another key element to remember is safety. There is absolute-
ly no shame in taking a break, even if it doesn't fit your timeline, when you're too tired to concentrate on the ride. There is also a lot of merit 
in stopping the whole effort and trying the ride again another day. 
I was a little intimidated on the eve of my first try at riding a 1000-mile day. I kept thinking about never riding more than 650 miles in a day 
and wondering if I could last for another 400 miles. Up to this time most of my riding had been on two lane highways and now I was going to 
embark on an almost exclusively interstate trip. The speed average needed to accomplish these long distance rides demands a route that is 
straight and swift. I was surprised to find a few nice miles on the super slabs and although I still prefer the smaller less traveled roads, I've 
developed a better appreciation for interstate travel. What follows is my journal. 
On this ride, my goal was to complete a Saddle Sore 1000 and then to sleep for a few hours and try to bag another 500 miles before a total of 
36 hours had passed. That ride certification is called a Bun Burner 1500 — 1500 miles in 36 hours or less. If you plan to try a ride like this, pay 
close attention to the rules on the IBA web site. It would be a shame if you made the ride, but was not recognized because you didn't take care 
of the administrative details. For example you must keep a log of all of your stops and document each stop with a date/time receipt. 
I left the Shell gas station at the intersection of Rand and Lake Cook roads in Deer Park, IL at 4:11 am (gas receipt time stamp). I wanted to 
avoid the Chicago area gridlock and thought an early start time would be a good idea. I also projected 17 to 18 hours of riding to cover the 1000 
plus miles for day one. Starting at 4 am would mean that most of my riding would happen in the daylight hours. It was a brisk 44 degrees out 
with a slight breeze. I had on my Cycloak textile gear with the liner in my jacket and my heated grips turned on. I jumped on Route 53, which 
quickly turns into I-355. I remembered to take my I-Pass, so stopping at tollbooths wouldn't be a problem. These two roads are usually bumper-
to-bumper most times of the day. At 4 am hardly anyone was out, so I was able to make decent time. From there it was I-55 South to St Louis. 
One hour and 17 minutes into the ride, I really began to feel the effects of the 40-degree weather and the morning wind. My bike has a wind-
shield but no fairing. It was time for a quick stop for gas and more importantly to put on my heated vest, the single greatest piece of gear I own. 
Pulling into Gardner, IL I realized I had only traveled 78 miles. My goal was originally to ride for 120 to 150 miles - pretty much the range of 
my cruiser. I had figured the less stops the better for time reasons, but I also realize the importance of listening to your body, and mine was 
yelling at me to stop. Having done all that, it was time to get moving. 
I never entered St Louis, opting to take I-270 north of the city. My goal for this ride and future rides is to try and stay clear of major cities. I 
know from living in Chicago how unpredictable traffic jams in populated areas can destroy time schedules. I also know that one of the reasons 
we have interstates is to link large cities together. Trying to find cities with bypasses is now part of my planning process. Another of the other 
"luck" ingredients is road construction. In the future I will try to incorporate this potential hour eater into my planning. I stopped in Florissant, 
Missouri at a Mobil gas station. I would recommend another stop. The restroom was dirty and the station is one I would probably drive by if I 
could have seen it from the road. I stopped here because I was low on gas and I needed a time stamp from the St Louis area. Since I was rid-
ing a "circular" route the IBA wanted date time stamps from the "corners" of the route. I had a hard time with the terminology - corners of a 
circle - but I did get the message - a significant change of direction requires a date time stamp. 
I then hooked up with I-70 west and headed to Kansas City. It took me a while, but I eventually realized why there were so many cars on the 
road and why this group of cars was buzzing along the interstate at such a heady clip. I imagine the tiger tails hanging out of the car trunks 
should have given me my first clue. Either that or the tiger paw flags flying from many of the cars. It was Saturday and the Missouri Tigers 
were playing football in Columbia and the faithful were coming out in droves to support their team. I guess you could say that I rode the Tiger 
Express to Columbia. 
Outside of Kansas City, I-435 took me north around the city. That hooked up with I-29 and a stop in Platte City, Missouri for gas and a quick 
lunch at a KFC that was co-located with a Conoco station. It sure makes life simpler for a long distance rider to have the food and the gas in 
the same spot. Chicken strips and cole slaw were a nice altemative to a burger and fries. This station did not print a location on the receipt, so 
one of the cashiers, Melissa, was kind enough to write the location of the station and sign the back of the receipt. The IBA requires that you get 
additional documentation for information that is lacking on your receipts. If you're not sure, it's probably a good idea to have someone add the 
information, sign it and print their name on the back of the receipt. 
Next, I gassed up at the Bluff View Amoco in Pacific Junction, IA. Great stop - I treated myself to a generous portion of homemade apple crisp. 



It was on display right next to the cash register of this combination gas station and small restaurant. Delicious and filing, it was worth the fif-
teen minutes extra that I spent there. I really felt refreshed and ready to resume the hunt. By now I had traveled 721 miles, more than I had ever 
ridden in a day and I'd done it in less than 12 hours. I felt like I could ride forever and I my butt wasn't the least bit sore. I'd discovered a new 
technique for feeling no pain. I just shifted my weight to the one side or the other every so often. Seems like that helped keep my bottom fresh. 
Remaining on 1-29, I headed through Dakota Dunes, South Dakota and then onto Sioux Falls. 
In Sioux Falls I headed east on 1-90, and stopped to get another "corner" date and time stamp for the IBA log. I also took time to think about 
the remainder of the trip. The original goal was to stop in Albert Lea, but as mentioned that didn't work out. Austin, Minnesota was a nice place 
to stop for a quick rest. Unfortunately there wasn't an open restaurant. I had also planned to be on the road by 4 am, but since I was behind my 
original "close my eyes" time by more than an hour I was okay with a delayed wake up. Sunday morning came quickly - a PowerBar and a 
banana later I was on the road again. This leg home went amazingly well. I headed south in Madison on 1-39 and stayed there until I hit 1-80, 
just north of LaSalle-Peru, Illinois. It was all downhill now. 1-80 west, then 1-355 north to 53 north to the Deer Park Shell station where I start-
ed. The last 500 miles literally melted away, faster than a light snow on a warm highway. 
Here's a summary of my ride taken directly from my IBA mileage log with some additional statistics that I calculated as I put this journal togeth-
er. At the end of the ride you will need to make a copy of all of your receipts and include it in your ride completion package. The specific require-
ments are spelled out in detail on the IBA web site for each ride certification. 
Day 	Location Odometer Miles Traveled Elapsed Time Miles Traveled Cumulative Elapsed Time 
Time 
Saturday 
4:11 am Deer Park, IL 37,602 0 0 0 0 
5:28 am 	Gardner, IL 37,680 78 1:17 78 1:17 
7:30 am 	Springfield, IL 37,809 129 2:02 207 3:19 
9:14 am 	Florissant, MO 37,911 102 1:46 309 5:03 
11:16 am Boonville, MO 38,051 140 2:02 449 7:05 
1:16 pm 	Platte City, MO 38,180 129 2:00 578 9:05 
3:54 pm Pacific Junction, IA 38,323 143 2:38 721 11:43 
5:53 pm Dakota Dunes, SD 38,442 119 1:59 840 13:42 
7:15 pm 	Sioux Falls, SD 38,524 82 1:22 922 15:02 
8:43 pm Jackson, MN 38,617 93 1:28 1015 16:30 
10:04 pm Albert Lea, MN 38,703 86 1:21 1101 17:51 
10:50 pm Austin, MN 38,723 20 0:46 1121 18:37 
Sunday 
6:26 am Austin, MN 38,723 0 0 1121 18:37 
7:55 am LaCrosse, WI 38,827 104 1:29 1225 20:06 
9:40 am Madison, WI 38, 962 135 1:45 1360 21:51 
12:26 pm Uttica, IL 39,104 142 2:46 1502 24:37 
2:19 pm Deer Park, IL 39,205 101 1:53 1603 25:30 
Now that I've written down all of the information in this table, I've had some time to reflect on what I did and how I did it. As with most long 
distance beginners, I'm obsessed with how the really good long distance riders manage to do what they do. It seems to be a combination of plan-
ning, skill, gas tank size, bladder control and luck. Armed with a 4 gallon tank and a 50 year old bladder I needed a good plan and a lot of luck 
to be successful. In retrospect, I'm very happy with my results. I averaged 60.2149 mph for day one. That includes all gas and food stops. Times 
are from the date time stamps of gas stations. I would stop for gas, fill up and then hit the restrooms and drink some water. If I was hungry, I 
ate. I did force myself to eat lunch both days. This past summer I got into the habit of eating a PowerBar for breakfast, skipping lunch and then 
eating a dinner when I stopped for the day. The only problem was that in many places you can't find dinner after 9 pm. I got burned a few times 
in Alaska and Canada. If I was going to ride all day, I knew I had to eat, so lunch was a priority. 
If you ask me what my average speed for day one was, I'd rather tell you it was higher than I reported in the previous paragraph. My planned 
stop for day one was Albert Lea, a decent sized town near the intersection of 1-35 and 1-90. I was pretty sure I'd be able to find a cheap room 
there, but I had to move on to the next town (Austin) because all the rooms at both inns were full and no campground was in sight - no barn 
either. My average speed to Albert Lea was 62.8011 mph. Pretty cool!!! That speed doesn't have the time it took for me to gas up and go to two 
hotels. This was a much better pace than I anticipated. With longer legs on my tank, I think I could do the BunBurner Gold, 1500 miles in 24 
hours or less. I would also have to be lucky enough to have the same great weather, the same low traffic volume, the same minimal road con-
struction and the same good luck with the bike. 
On the second day, I was rested and the thought of riding "only" 500 miles helped me buzz along quickly. I guess it was like in my old Navy 
days - I had liberty turns on. I could see my goal and I wanted to get home! By the time I had stopped riding I had covered 483 miles in 6 hours 
and 53 minutes for an amazing average of 70.0242 mph. I had averaged 120.5 miles over the 4 segments of the second day's ride. I had only 
stopped for gas those 4 times. I was surprised to see that the number of miles I averaged riding between stops for day one, until Albert Lea, was 
110.1 miles over 10 stops. With all 11 stops the average fell to 101.9 miles. 
My average speed, over both days of riding, was 62.8627 mph. Awesome! I was also very close to the 1500 mile mark in 24 hours. About 90 
minutes over, but the last 500 miles were on almost 7 hours of sleep so my average speed would have probably declined and I would have been 
further off the mark. I need a larger gas tank and more physical endurance! On this ride I never exceeded 90 mph. I usually rode 10 to 15 mph 
over the posted limit and made sure that I was never the fastest vehicle on the road. A stop by America's finest law enforcement officers would 
really lower the average speed. I do not own or use a radar detector or a jammer. 
LD riding is not for everyone, but I believe that this ride is within the capabilities of us all. The SaddleSore 1000 is something that you can say 
you set out to do and you did, a goal that you set for yourself and met, a milestone that some read about and a milestone that some meet. I 
encourage you to try it someday soon. If I can do it, so can you. See you down the road. 



Biography for Office of President 
	 A track record of getting things done with an emphasis on 

Candidate — Jim Heniff 
	 quality. 

Vice-President 	Present 
Treasurer 2000-2002 
Director of Special Activities 
1999 
Co-Chairperson Top Cats Charity Ride 
1998 
Senior Road Captain 
Voted in 2001 
Member since 1995 

Biography for Office of President 
Candidate - John Lunde 

Brief Resume of Qualifications: 

Member since 1998 
Currently Secretary of Top Cats 
Oversees Membership Committee 
2000 —2002 ROAR Editor 

(Acting Editor at present) 
2000 —2002 Served as Clubs first Communication Chairman 
1999 Top Cats first Awards Banquet Chairman 
1999 & 2000 Charity Committee 
Senior Road Captain 
Member ABATE, AMA and Rolling Thunder 

Respectfully balancing the traditions of the past with the fore-
sight and vision of the future by embracing the instrument of cour-
tesy and common sense. 

Biography for the Office of Vice President 
Candidate — Jim Haase 

When I submitted my name to the Nominating Committee for the 
office of Top Cats Vice-President back on September 26th, I 
included a 2-1/2 page document outlining my qualifications and 
accomplishments in my three years as a member. Good news: I'm 
not going to recount all that stuff here. (Glad to email it to you if 
you wish.) 

Last week I wrote a full-page article for submission to Roar that 
documents my positions on major Club issues (size, charity, safe-
ty, etc.). I showed it to a couple of friends for their advice..."too 
long, too detailed" was the feedback. More good news: I bagged 
that idea in favor a brief, bullet-point summary. 

To that end, here's why I'd be an effective Top Cats Vice-
President: 

Proven ability to rally people together for a common purpose: 
FUN! (One example: planning a 3-day vacation from scratch for 
46 people to a place no one has ever been. The Mississippi River 
Run was the highest-rated ride of the year.) 

Genuine enthusiasm and energy for Top Cats, its mission and 
its members. 
In touch with both new members and those not so new. (Fall 
2003 eSurvey) 

Effective communication. (Email, Ride Calendar, Hotline, Roar, 
Meetings) 

Finally, here's one thing I know: "It's a riding club, stupid!" As 
long as I don't lose focus on that, the membership will be well 
served. Thank you for your consideration. 

Biography for Office of Vice President 
Candidate - Chuck Prettyman 

Background: 
Top Cats Regular Member since 1999. 
Program Chairman currently and since 2000 
Annual Banquet Chairman 2001 
Charity Committee member 2001, 2002, 2003 
Director 2002, 2003 
Charity Ride Chairman, 2003. 

To me, the most important qualifications for Vice 
President is to be committed to put in the time, make an effort to 
listen to the members, and have the passion to do the job as best as 
one can. A Vice President isn't the leader, but can help influence 
the direction of the club and help provide the membership with a 
Club that is first and foremost fun and enjoyable for all. I also 
believe that our leaders should be people that genuinely enjoy 
spending time with other Top Cats and participating in club activ-
ities. 

Our members are fun to be with; there are those of whom 
I have worked with on committees and others I have spent time 
riding. That's what we are, a riding club that is growing, and our 
Club leaders will need to be responsive to our evolving and diverse 
membership. It is our responsibility that while maintaining the 
spirit of our founders, we who have the opportunity to provide 
some leadership evolve with our membership and strive to meet 
their expectations. 

My wife, Maureen & I have planned and staged a ban-
quet, scheduled a fashion show from Kelly's Leathers, and planned 
several routes for major Club rides. All because we thought it 
would be fun. And it was! Let's do more fun things, take more 
rides, and make the pick up ride an integral part of the club activ-
ities. 

At my first meeting, President George Lax had me sell 
50/50 tickets. I met people I really liked and I haven't looked back 
since. New members need to be afforded the same opportunity to 
meet new friends and have some fun. As your Vice President, I 
will continue to encourage that. One closing thought: most of you 
could be Vice President. I'm running this time; you should be next! 
Thanks! 

Biography for Office of Treasurer 
Candidate — Don Schaffer 

I'm Don, "I ride on Saturdays," Schaffer, the managing owner of 
Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC, Certified Public 
Accountants, in Northbrook. I work as an advisor to small busi-
nesses in such areas as accounting, taxes, succession planning and 



profitability. My road name is Numbersman, and my current ride 
is a Kawasaki Vulcan Nomad. I've been a Top Cat since October 
2000. 

Since being elected Treasurer for my first term last year, I have set 
up a complete computerized accounting system for both the Club 
and the Charity Ride. The Board has been provided monthly 
financial statements broken down by major function and type of 
expense. Dues have been individually billed for the first time. 
For next year I expect to implement a budgeting system. 

We may be just a bunch of Bikers, but we want to stay solvent. I 
am running unopposed because no one else wants the job. 

Biography for the Office Of Secretary 
Candidate — Ken Glassman 

My name is Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman. I've been a Top 
Cat for 5 years. I previously served as the clubs Secretary for over 
2 years. I'm a Senior Road Captain; I started the advertising pro-
gram for the Roar, and have served on the Charity Ride commit-
tees for the past 5 years in various ways. 

I had originally submitted my name for a Director's 
position on the Board, before switching to the Secretary's position 
when I found out that job would be vacated. I figured that since I 
have experience at that position, and most people hate to take the 
minutes of the meetings, I'd switch. I am running FOR a Board 
position, not against someone else for the spot, although I'd like 
to see at least one other person run FOR the job so the members 
have a choice. 

I believe in maintaining some of the traditions of the 
club, while changing others. I believe the club should be a riding 
club first, and a close second would be a fundraising partner with 
NISRA. I think EVERY member should support the Charity Ride 
by signing up for it, and taking their 10 raffle tickets because 
that's part of what being a Top Cat entails, and those expectations 
were clear in the membership process. 

I'm in favor of making it more difficult to become a Top 
Cat. I'd rather have a club of 50 active, participating members, 
than a roster of 150 people, with only 50 active, participating 
members. I want members who give to the club, not just take from 
it. I dislike petty political nonsense, and dislike having factions 
within the club. There should never be a "Them vs. Us" mentali-
ty. There should only be a "We" mentality. There is always a 
place for honest, constructive, differences of opinion. But at the 
end of the day, compromise should prevail, and a good-natured 
agreement to disagree is acceptable. It's just a social motorcycle 
club, so go with the flow. 

If my qualifications and ideas are appealing to you, then 
vote for me for whatever position you think I'd best be suited to. 
If they don't float your boat, then PLEASE vote for somebody 
else 

Biography for Office of Director 
Candidate — Terry Kumro 

My name is Terry (Lizard) Kumro and I am running for 
the position of Director. My Qualifications are the following. Past 
Director (5yrs.), Member of the Safety Committee, Member of the 
Awards Committee. I have been an active member of Top Cats 
since 1995, and been involved with every committee at some time 
or another. I have been riding Motorcycles since 1965 and have 
been involved with several clubs along the way. 

I'm running because I think it is important to have a good 
balance between new members and old members leading the club, 
and if elected I will do my best to keep the club the best riding club 
around. Thanks, Terry 

Biography for the Office of Director 
Candidate - Rose Temple 

I joined Top Cats, with my husband Tom, in November of 
2002.We had just participated in the charity ride. I can honestly 
say the charity ride experience played a major in our joining. 
Seeing the "Bikers Who Mean Business" in action, intrigued us 
and prompted us to see what the heck this club was all about. 

After meeting the friendly and dedicated members of Top Cats, I 
wanted to get more involved as soon as possible. I joined the char-
ity committee and after attending the awards banquet in March, 
joined the awards committee. For the charity ride I organized and 
developed charity ride flyers, posters, banners and t-shirts as well 
as sold tickets at several locations. I located a sponsor to pay for 
the first printing of the raffle tickets and an additional sponsor to 
pay for the cost of printing the banners. After one season on the 
charity committee I felt compelled to continue. I am currently co-
chairing the 2004 charity ride. For the awards committee I secured 
the banquet location as well as created and organized the mailing 
of the invitations. I also share the responsibility of acquiring pre-
senters for this year's banquet. 

In the Top Cat world, I don't have a tremendous amount of time 
under my belt. However, in the short time that I have been a mem-
ber, I have shown that I am a committed, hard working member 
that follows through. I hope to be given the chance to help keep the 
club in tune with it's theme of networking, camaraderie, and great 
riding. 

Truly, isn't that what this club is all about? .. 

Biography for Office of Director 
Candidate — Linda Daro 

Joined Top Cats just over a year ago 

Been riding a 2003 Honda Shadow for about a year and a half 
(although that has been upstaged by a shiny, new Road King) 

Worked on the fall charity ride (specifically organizing of volun-
teers, ordering of food, overseeing coffee and serving of food, 
securing raffle prizes, selling of bike raffle tickets at locations such 
as Suburban Harley-Davidson and Jesse Oaks, and seeking and 
obtaining donation of coffee (as well as cups, lids, cream, sugar, 
and thermoses) from Caribou Coffee. 

Assisted 0.J. Simpson with the prizes for the NISRA Fishing 
Classic. 

In unrelated areas have served on my homeowners board for 9 
years. (4 years as Director, 3 years as Secretary and 3 years as 
President) 

Served on the PTO Board as Secretary for 4 years 



Minutes of November 10th Board Meeting 
Dukes - Wauconda 

John Lunde — Secretary 
Sandy Vernon called the meeting to order. Those in attendance were: President Sandy Vernon; Vice President 

Jim Heniff; Secretary John Lunde; Treasurer Don Schaffer, Directors: Chuck Prettyman, John Fraccaro, Jim Krepel 
and Bard Boand; Membership Chair Kathy Citko; Activities Chairman Jim Haase; Members: Terry Kumro, Bob 
Sgarlata and Lori Hirschman. 

Don Schaffer indicated that Financials have been sent out to the Board. The Board then voted approval on 
those financials. Don then made a motion that the club purchase a traveling Award Trophy with a cost not to exceed 
$500. This motion was approved. 

John Lunde discussed the ROAR article submission policy. That occasionally, a submission to the ROAR will 
need to be held in order to write/print a response (from a Board Member). 

Kathy Citko brought to the Board the applications for the following applicants who were then approved: Sue 
Sgarlata (upgrade to Regular member), Ted Lersch (Regular), Rasheed Pasha (Regular), Carlton Marcyan 
(Regular), Seth Wagner (Regular - pending receipt of Ride Waiver), Mark Liddell (Regular), Mitch Beiser 
(Regular), Dennis Doherty (Regular), Fred Zimbric (Regular), George Watt (Regular — pending receipt of Ride 
Waiver), George (Regular) and Patti (Associate) Levinson (Chuck Prettyman assigned as their sponsors). 

John then went over the new Top Cats Membership Policy. The only criteria that has been implemented is 
that the Board will only be presented Complete Applications (Application form, Signed Ride Waiver and Payment) 
by the membership committee and that an application will not be accepted on the same day that it is given out. 

Bard Boand indicated that the Awards Committee is progressing smoothly on the Awards Banquet (January 
31st, Fritzl's). Bard introduced Lori Hirschman of the Products Committee who updated the Board on new product 
ideas. 

John Fraccaro stated that the website is OK. 
Jim Krepel is working on getting another GRASS class before January 31, 2004. A policy was clarified - All 

Members must attend a GRASS class, whether they are a Rider or a Passenger. 
Chuck Prettyman indicated that more Charity proceeds are still coming in. Chuck then introduced the 2004 

Charity Ride Co-Chairs of Rose Temple and Linda Daro. 
The Nominating Committee (Rob Mann, Ric Case and George Lax) then joined the Board Meeting. Rob stat-

ed that the committee was unsuccessful in attaining a unanimous decision on a General Election Slate and therefore 
could not present a slate to the Board. A motion was made that a Ballot be created for each office with the candidates 
listed that had expressed an interest. This motion was passed. Upon referencing Roberts Rules of Orders, a second 
motion was drafted that read: The nominating committee could not reach agreement as to a slate of Officers and 
Directors to place before the Board for approval. The following resolution was moved, seconded, and approved by 
the Board: "In the absence of a slate by the Nominating Committee, the Board shall conduct the December 2, 2003, 
election of Officers and Directors as follows: 

1. The offices to be filled shall be voted upon individually, starting with President, then Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and each open Director position. 

2. The President shall announce the Office and the name of each Regular member who had informed 
the Nominating Committee of his interest in being elected to the office. 

3. Additional nominations shall be taken from the floor. 
4. The President shall verify that any additional persons nominated from the floor are willing to per-

form the duties of the office. 
A vote shall be taken. A member receiving more than one half of the votes cast shall be declared the winner 

of the office. If no member receives more than one half of the votes cast, there shall be a runoff elec-
tion between the two members who have received the highest number of votes. The winner shall be 
the member who receives the greatest number of votes." 

Meeting Adjourned. 
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CONPAC OUP 

TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDER 

Date Time 

DECEMBER 2003 - MARCH 2004 

Activity 	 Location Leader 
Tue-12/2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-12/7 8:00 AM Toys for Tots 
Mon-12/8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Dukeos, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-1/6 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda TBD 
Mon-1/12 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke0s, Wauconda TBD 
Sat-1/31 6:30 PM Top Cats Awards Banquet FritzlOs, Lake Zurich R. Temple 
Tue-2/3 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda TBD 
Mon-2/9 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke0s, Wauconda TBD 
Tue-3/2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda TBD 
Mon-3/8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke0s, Wauconda TBD 

TOP CAT MEMBERS 
We'll Donate 5% of your order value to 

NISRA 

340 \V. BU ILRI-1LLD ROAD, #21: 
ELMHURST, IL 60126 

PH: (630) 758-0130 
FX: (630) 758-0135 

EMAIL: don(q,)conpacgroup.com  

www.conpacgroup.com  

Over 500 sizes of corrugated 
stock boxes, stretch film, 

carton sealing tape, bubble 
wrap, kraft paper, poly bags, 

and much more. 

If we don't have it 'in-stock', 
We'll Make it for you 

  

 

Call, fax or email us for a copy of 
our new 164 page catalog. 

  



TOP CATS ANNUAL BANQUET 
Submitted by Rose Temple 

Mark your calendars! The annual Top Cats is Saturday January 
31, 2004. 
The banquet will be held at Fritzl's Restaurant & Pub at 7:00 
pm. A family style dinner will be served with a cash bar. Awards 
presentation will follow dinner. 
Dinner is $30.00 per person. Invitations have been sent out and 
members are requested to return response card and check, made 
payable to Top Cats Banquet, by Tuesday January 6, 2004. 

At the December meeting members will be asked to vote on the 
following: 

Which Top Cats ride was the most memorable? 

Which Top Cats ride was the most scenic? 

Which Top Cats ride was the best-planned ride? 

Which Top Cats rider is the most prepared on Top Cats 

rides? 

Which Top Cats rider has the loudest, obnoxious pipes? 

Which Top Cats rider is the most obsessed about keeping 

his bike clean? 

Which Top Cats rider has the dirtiest bike? 

Which Top Cats rider has the most accessorized bike? 

Which Top Cats rider has the most customized bike? 

Which Top Cats rider deserves the "Weiner Award"? 

Explanation of Weiner Award: 

Does any one situation, on a Top Cats event, come to 

mind where a member does something in which you say 

to yourself.. "What were they thinking?" For example, 

forgetting to put their kick stand down, forgetting what 

gear they were in, or leaving their helmet on the back 

of the bike and taking off without securing it...Please 

tell us who the member was and include brief descrip-

tion of the situation. 

If a member is unable to attend the December meeting, and 

would like to place his or her vote for the above, please send and 

email to Lisa Sullivan at MARKSULLIY(&aol.com  by 

December 9th. 

Hope to see you there! 

New Membership Application 
Policy 

Kathy Citko — Membership Chair 

Almost 10 years ago when the club was first formed, new 
members had no problems meeting all 20 some members 
of the Top Cats and Board. Everyone knew everybody. 
Our club has now grown to 161 members. Even though 
we do not actively recruit people, our community pres-
ence and member satisfaction speak for themselves. It 
takes a lot longer to meet everyone in the club now. We 
now even have badges at our meetings to help on the 
introductions and socializing. 

We'd like to introduce a few new steps for the new mem-
ber application process. The first step is really not too 
new as it is on our application. It is necessary to be spon-
sored by a current Top Cats member. This serves two 
purposes. It enables our new member to be introduced by 
the sponsor to the Board members who will be approving 
their application. The sponsor also will assist in familiar-
izing the applicant with the club, its history, purpose and 
help in getting to know current members and letting us 
know the new applicant. 

The second step is to encourage the applicant attend a 
few general meetings so they will be able to decide if our 
club would be of real interest to them and also join us in 
a ride or two, if possible, to check out our riding style. 

During this time, their sponsor will be introducing them 
to the Board and answering any concerns they may have. 
At that point, an application, signed ride waiver and 1 
year dues would then be submitted to the membership 
chairperson for consideration at the next Board meeting. 

If this procedure is followed, it will help in the Board's 
approval decision and keep our club operating at its max-
imum intent — A not-for-profit organization of motorcy-
cle enthusiasts with similar interests consisting of respon-
sible leaders, Chairmen, Presidents, Owners, Proprietors, 
Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other 
"TOP CATS" of large, medium and small organizations, 
institutions, companies and/or countries having common 
business interests, and share a common interest in motor-
cycle riding, enjoyment and safety with involvement and 
participation as important parts of membership. 
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Top Cats General Election 
Tuesday December 2nd 

7:30 PM 
Boathouse Bar & Grill - Wauconda 

Absentee Ballots - Contact George Lax at 847-533-5236 
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